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The Great East Japan Earthquake

L3 )

Project Funded by Church World Service (CWS)

DRR educational exchange workshop between
Kesennuma City and Saijo City

With attendance of the board of education from two cities,
Kesennuma and Saijo, the laboratory of International
Environment and Disaster Management (IEDM) of Kyoto
University and SEEDS Asia, a DRR educational exchange
workshop was held at Kyoto University on 20th and 21st
January 2014. This workshop was offered in order to
share experiences of each in DRR education and to discuss
challenges and resolutions in the future. In Kesennuma,
Research-Teachers have been developing DRR educational
program on the basis of lessons learnt from the Great East
Japan Earthquake and Tsunami (EJET). In this fiscal year,
they have been focusing on checking up on the minimum
standard of DRR education. As for Saijo, DRR education
has been promoted from their experience of being hit by
a typhoon in 2004. Especially for the 6th graders, DRR
education has been provided at school throughout the city,
and Children” s DRR Summit has been held at the end of
the program to announce the DRR declaration by children.
This approach is called “education for 12 year-olds” and
becoming well-known in the world. SEEDS Asia staff
members introduced a project of building DRR core schools
in Danang City, Vietham.

At the end of the workshop, Kesennuma City and Saijo City
concluded that both cities will continue sharing to learn the
practice of their programs so that their DRR education can
become more innovative.

Workshop Participants
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Discussing at the workshop

Study Visit of Jonan Junior High School Students to Kobe

From 5th to 8th February 2014, four students in the

eighth grade from Johan Junior High School in Kesennuma,
leaders of the neighborhood associations and the other
concerned parties within its school district made a visit to
Kobe. ” What would it take for recovery in Kesennuma?”
“What could we do to keep the tsunami in memory and

to contribute to the community?” Through exchanging
beyond generations in this study visit, the participants were
expected to find ideas that they can bring back to their
community to put in practice.

On Day 2 of the trip, as soon as arriving at Kobe, the party
toured Sannomiya, downtown Kobe, comparing with the
photos taken after the disaster in 1995, and they visited
Disaster Reduction and Human Renovation Institution
(DRI). Participants shared painful memories of the disaster
and felt sympathy for victims of the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake.

On Day 3, a workshop was offered to the students and
the party to learn the background of the Great Hanshin-
Awaji Earthquake memorial event “1.17 KOBE Lights for
Nagata” and to make memorial candles used in the event.
Takatori Community Center, where the workshop was
held, is located in the site of Takatori Catholic Church. In
this Nagata Ward, a diversity of races, nationalities and
cultures from Asian countries reside. Students enjoyed
making candles in a different atmosphere from their own
hometown.

On Day 4, the party visited an intergenerational exchange
activity between local junior high school students and
elderly people from Nagata, where residents have been
committed to DRR activities. In the exchange event, local
students taught how to use PCs to the elder participants
and learned local history from them. Jonan students joined
this activity.

Ayaka Komatsu, a girl student from Jonan Junior High,

was the fifth grader in the year of the Great East Japan
Earthquake, 2011. Komatsu says, “Since residents in
Nagata are getting along with each other, it makes possible



to conduct DRR drills twice a month. I can see every
resident try to provide good ideas to make their community
more disaster-resilient. We want to create and pursue a
vision of Kesennuma no matter how long it takes.”

Last year, Jonan Junior High School established the Student
Committee of Reconstruction. Through the committee, the
school will develop new activities for reconstruction. With
high hopes and expectations, the students left Kobe for
their hometown in snowing.

Students making memorial candles

Visiting reconstruced area in Kobe

Presentation Session by Kesennuma Research-Teachers

On 14th February, with attendance of one Research-
Teacher from each of kindergarten, elementary and junior
high school in Kesennuma City, a presentation session
on DRR education was held to share their educational
outcomes.

In the beginning, the Research-Teachers made a
presentation of “Building a DRR school-centered framework
in cooperation with communities” and “Improvement of
DRR education using DRR Learning Guide” . In response,
Mr. Matsuura, a researcher of International Environment
and Disaster Management (IEDM) of Kyoto University,
commented on the presentation session. In particular, DRR
Learning Guide, a guidebook of DRR learning program,
was praised for being improved from the original version
published in the last fiscal year, as well as clarifying the
contents as minimum standard to be taught at school
and enhancing support materials. To prepare for the
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presentation, the Research-Teachers voluntarily had
gathered after their classes and devoted themselves to
discuss until late at night to develop DRR educational
program. Their effort deserves respect.

This DRR Learning Guide is scheduled to be translated into
English by Kyoto University and SEEDS Asia to share with
those abroad.

Prersentation by a Research-Teacher

Research-Teachers and SEEDS Asia staff
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Japanese students study tour hosted by JICA

On 19th February 2014, a party of 22 university students
visited SEEDS Asia office located in the buidling of
Department of Education and Training of Quangnam. This
visit was part of a study tour hosted by Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA). The students participated in
the tour for the purpose of understanding the international
cooperation activities through visiting and interviews with
Japanese volunteers and those work in NGOs, and they
are eager to work in the international organizations or

get involved in the international cooperation activities in
the future. This study tour was entrusted to Development
Association for Youth Leaders (DAY).

At the meeting room, after students exchanged greetings
with DOET, SEEDS Asia introduced our activities in Vietnam
to them.

During the guestion-and-answer session, students eagerly
joined the discussion, giving their opinions and asking many
questions such as “how to set a goal for DRR education”
and “attitude of teachers during DRR education training” .
Through this exchange program, all the participants shared
the outcomes and lessons learned from our project, and it
was a good opportunity to think about our mission as an
international NGO.

22 Japanese students and members of Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers

Project Funded by Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Japan (MOFA)

Capacity building for Disaster Risk Reduction at schools
and communities in the coastal area of Quangnam
Province

<A cordination workshop held>

Followed by the approval from Quangnam Provincial
People's Committee and the signing ceremony at the
Japanese Embassy in Hanoi on 11th December 2013,
Coordination Workshop (WS) was held on 27th February
2014, hosted by DOET, DARD* and SEEDS Asia in Tam
ky City of Quang Nam Province, in which 74 officials from
Danang and Hanoi attended.

In this project, SEEDS will carry out the activities aimed at
the capacity building for Community Based on Disaster Risk
Management (CBDRM) focused on School DRR education in
cooperation with DOET and DARD as our counterparts. At
the workshop, representatives from two authorities were
invited; Mr. Le Trong Hung from Ministry of Education and
Training and Mr. Van Phu Chinh from Ministry of Agricultural
and Rural Development. Participants exchanged a lot of
information on approaches based on the national strategy
on climate change that the state, the province and the
district are addressing.

In the session, SEEDS Asia introduced our experiences and
lessons learned from DRR education and CBDRM activities
in Japan and our activities in Quang nam. In response
to this, the attendees made many questions on “How to
ensure linkages between schools and communities on DRR
education activity” (People’ s committee staff of Tam ky
city) or “How to create DRR education materials suitable to
situation of Quang nam” (BoET**staff of Dien ban district).
This workshop successfully brought heighted attention from
the attendees to DRR education activities.

* DARD: Department of Agricultural and Rural

Development
** BoET: Bureau of Agricultural and Rural Development

Presentation by Mr.Hung from MoET



Chief of DOET answering a question
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"Project for Capacity Building on DRR in
Disaster Risk Area" supported by JICA

Visiting schools with MKRC & WKRC to conduct DRR
trainings [in Kungyangon, Myaungmya, Pathein and
HIndatha townships])

As a part of the "Project for Capacity Building on DRR
in Disaster Risk Area” supported by JICA, DRR trainings
were conducted with MKRC (Mobile Knowledge Resource
Centre) & WKRC (Water Knowledge Resource Centre) in six
townships in two regions.

MKRC visited Kungyangon township in Yangon Region
(9th to 14th December 2013), Hindatha township in
Ayeyarwardy region (7th to 13rd January) and Pathein
township in Ayeyarwardy region (20th to 27th January
2014). In the end of the last year, WKRC sailed to
Myaungmya township (9th to 13rd December), and Pathein
township (23rd to 31st December) and Labutta townships
(22nd to 31st January, in 2014). Totally 2,001 people
participated in the trainings (teachers: 358, students:1,512,
PTA and Township Disaster Preparedness Committee:131).

In the beginning of trainings, “Trainings of Trainers” (ToT)
were conducted for one and half day in each township in
order to share the basic concept of DRR as well to learn
the importance of collaboration in DRR between schools
and communities. Analysis on hazards and capacity and
evacuation drills were also implemented with session for
learning how to make action planning and its framework.
For this ToT process, 193 teachers participated, including
18 members from communities who belong to township
disaster management committee. Then, MKRC & WKRC
visited totally 30 schools after the ToT sessions, the
teachers who joined ToT sessions led the DRR training
and shared what they have learnt from MKRC&WKRC to
students.
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Teachers and students participate in DRR program

The Townshipofficer U Kyaw Zaya Lin from Kungyangon Township
attended the ToT session by MKRC

Discussion with Kungyangon Disaster Preparedness
Committee and stakeholders to launch DRR activity
centre

After the first meeting with township government officials
in Kungyangon Township on 11th November 2013, a
series of discussions on DRR Activity Centre with township
disaster management committee were started.

On 30th December as the second meeting, the township
disaster management committee and teachers from the
target area were gathered to discuss and share the broad
idea on DRR Activity Centre. Then the third meeting

was held to conduct the detail hazard risk analysis and
“cross needs assessment” based on the stage of disaster
management (response, rehabilitation, mitigation and
preparedness) and Self help, Mutual help, Public help and
Network help were held on 8th January.
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Project Funded by Japan Platform Project (JPF)

Launch our initial project to support affected schools
and students by the typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines

Super Typhoon Haiyan, which occurred in early November
2013, pummeled the Philippines leaving severe damage.
According to Situation Report issued by the United Nations
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
dated 28th January, there have been 6,201 dead, 1,785
missing, 4.1 million refugees and 1.1 million houses
damaged. With regard to education, by 17th December
of 2013, 2,537 schools were affected, of which the 1,999
schools have not received any assistance yet and cannot
continue their education, according to the education cluster.

In response to this, SEEDS Asia decided on a project to
distribute education supplies and conduct DRR education
in the Philippines from 16th January to 31st March by the
grant of the Japan Platform (JPF). First, an initial survey
was conducted jointly with the laboratory of International
Environment and Disaster Management (IEDM) of Kyoto
University starting 20th January. In the light of the results,
SEEDS Asia will proceed specific educational support
projects.

This survey was carried out in Leyte and the northern part
of Cebu, heavily affected region by the typhoon. In Leyte,
there were a lot of aid organizations, however, it did not
seem to be enough. In particular, it was found that repair
or reconstruction work of affected school buildings and
school equipment such as desks and chairs were badly in
short supply. In the northern part of Cebu, many buildings
of city halls or schools which roofs were flown away by
the typhoon are not able to use, however, support for it
seems not enough. Schools resumed even though ceilings,
walls and windows of the buildings are not repaired and
school children are facing a severe shortage of educational
supplies such as notebooks and pencils. According to a
hearing investigation with school principals and school
superintendent of local DepEd, disaster basic knowledge
has been taught in science class at school, however,
schools have lack of visual materials to learn about disaster.

Progress of this project will be reported in future. We would
appreciate your kind and warm support for this project.
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Students helping cleaning debris at an affected school

School resumed without repairing walls or windows

Distribution of Education Supplies at Affected
Elementary Schools

Education supplies were delivered to affected elementary
schools in the northern part of Cebu on 21st February.
School students also helped to unload boxes. And finally
students and teachers in 2 cities received the goods on
26th and 27th February.

On 26th February, SEEDS Asia successfully distributed
the school kits to 2 schools in Bogo City, namely La Paz
Elementary School and Malingin Elementary School. The
distribution event was attended by representatives from
DepEd, officials from Bogo City Government, principals,
teachers and students. Everyone was smiling in receiving
the kit. Though Bogo City was heavily affected by the
typhoon, it has received little assistance. The principal of
Malingin Elementary School expressed her appreciation
with tears in her eyes, saying SEEDS Asia is the first
organization to visit the school after the typhoon. After
the event, one of the teachers impressively spoke to the
principal and SEEDS Asia staff with a smile, “our principal
will never cry anymore because we received such a
wonderful support from SEEDS Asia today” .

On 27th February, education supplies were distributed
at 2 schools in Daanbantayan Municipality, namely
Somimbang Elementary School and Bitoon Elementary
School. According to the school, it was the first opportunity
for them to receive a visit from Mayor at Sominbang



Elementary School who attended the distribution event.
Before distributing, staff of SEEDS Asia delivered a speech
to explain that this project is carried out with funding
from Japan Platform (JPF), which gathered donation from
Japanese people and companies, and that this distribution
would not be possible without local support such as
Department of Education (DepEd), City/Municipality and
Schools, and closed the speech with appreciation to local
people for their cooperation.

As a memento of this project, logoed stickers of 3
organizations (JPF, DepEd and SEEDS) were handed out
together with the school supplies. Teachers explained
to students, “You should put this sticker on your school
kit with your appreciation to Japan for their support!” At
the end of the event, all the students said thank you in
Japanese, “Arigato-gozaimasu” .

Thank you and relevant organizations for your cooperation.

SEEDS Asia staff explaining the project

Students smiling with school kits distributed
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JICA Technical Assistance Project

To tell students and parents the importance of
preparedness

At three junior high schools in Dhaka, DRR training program
was conducted. Dhaka, the capital city of Bangladesh
with a population of 16 million, has a chronic shortage of
housing supply due to rapid population increase and a large
number of poorly-constructed buildings. In such a narrow
city which is densely-packed with houses and buildings,
what would it be like if an earthquake occurs?

Bangladesh has some active faults and powerful
earthquakes hit the country on a hundred-year cycle in
the past. The last was the Assam earthquake of 1897.
Though it is overdue for a quake, few people in Bangladesh
experienced such a massive earthquake and people’ s
earthquake awareness is not necessarily high enough
compared with cyclones that strike coastal areas almost
every year.

This JICA technical assistance project started three years
ago with an aim to develop the capacity of local authority
for earthquake retrofit and is now gradually achieving some
positive results.

To raise people’ s DRR awareness in Bangladesh, SEEDS
Asia conducted DRR training at school.

SEEDS Asia staff visited each class at three junior high
schools to conduct trainings face to face. The training
program included viewing video footage of the actual
earthquake and a lecture on mechanism of earthquake,
DRR measures, and preparedness such as an emergency
pack and family meeting about area for evacuation.
Students also experienced the difference of quake between
an earthquake-proof building and a vulnerable one by using
“Kami-Bururu” , a DRR learning kit.

At the beginning, students said that an earthquake is
scary, however, they seemed to understand the importance
of preparedness through the training. According to the
results of questionnaire after the training, 96 percent of
students answered “well understand an earthquake” , while
43 percent answered so before the training. Eighty-five
percent answered they want to prepare for an earthquake
at school and home.

After the training, a parents meeting was held to report
on the content of the training and educate them on
parental DRR responsibility. Once a rescue whistle was
distributed to each parent, which might make them
imagine the worst, they provided many ideas to make
their school safe. Furthermore, “DRR Handbook” edited
in light of the situation in Bangladesh was printed and
distributed to promote them to learn preparedness and



post-earthquake measures. As a result of the meeting,
the percentage of those who answered “well understand
an earthquake” increased from 47 percent to 92 percent.
Also many parents desired further trainings at school and
communities.

Students learning DRR

Parents receiving DRR training

[SEEDS Asia is a JICA Expert Team member(Project
publicity)of the project, "Project for Capacity Development
on Natural Disaster-Resistant Techniques of Construction
and Retrofitting for Public Buildings:CNCRP"]
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Iza! Mi-Kaeru-Dai-Caravan 2014, DRR Event for Children

For the last several years, SEEDS Asia has set a booth in
“Iza! Kaeru-Dai-Caravan” . This year, it was held on 26th
January at JICA Kansai in collaboration with an event
“KOBE MUSEUM ROAD Mikaeru colorful project” which
promotes vitalization of KOBE MUSEUM ROAD (a business
and educational district in Nada-ward and Chuo-ward, Kobe
City).

A variety of DRR educational programs were conducted,
including “Kaekko (exchange) Auction” , a main event in
which children get toys in exchange for toy points they get
during the event (by participating in each program, or in
exchange for toys they don’ t use anymore, certain amount
of points are given). Thus, children are able to learn DRR
with their parents in an enjoyable format.

With the cooperation of 3 student volunteers, SEEDS Asia
carried out a program, “Let’ s make a resilient house for
disaster.” Through the program, children and their parents
were expected to learn an importance of preparedness
against disasters, including careful furniture arrangement
or fall-prevention device installation to furniture. Following
is how the program was conducted:
1. Arrange paper-made furniture inside a miniature
house made of cardboard.
2. Shake the house strongly by hands to simulate an
earthquake.
3. Observe the situations inside the house after the
quake.

During the event, SEEDS Asia’ s booth was attended by
many children with their parents and siblings. “What if
you were sleeping on this bed?” When SEEDS Asia staff
questioned, they pictured the situation of the room and
answered, “I would fall off the bed and get injured.” or “I
would be trapped under the drawers.”

The participating families listened to SEEDS Asia staff
carefully about how to fix furniture against overturning in
the room. It seemed to become a good opportunity to help
them recognize the importance of the preparedness in case
of an earthquake.
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Children participating in the program

ONE WORLD FESTIVAL

It was the third time for SEEDS Asia to open a booth in
“ONE WORLD FESTIVAL” which was run by the One World
Festival Committee. This year, it was held on 1st and 2nd
February at the International House Osaka. This event
is the biggest one in Kansai area to promote global and
regional issues in an easy-to understand way, as well as to
promote intercultural understanding. Enjoying the chilly but
good winter days, roughly 17,500 people visited the event
in 2 days.

SEEDS Asia prepared a quiz at the booth and many in wide
age range visited us for quiz rally. The quiz for this year
was about ratio of children in mortality rate by floods in
Vietnam. Most of visitors answered “40%" (correct answer
is 80%). To know the answer, they seemed to be shocked
at the reality. As well as the activities in Tohoku, Vietnam,
Myanmar and Bangladesh, photo panels of the Philippines
hit by the typhoon Haiyan in November 2013, were
displayed at the booth, introducing the current situation.

Seeing the display, visitors left comments; “I was surprised
to know the situation hasn’ t changed even a couple
of months after the disaster.” ” Since I have visited the
country in the past, I am really concerned.” Visitors were
also staring carefully at photo panels of the activities in
other countries and picked up study tools such as board
games and card games.
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SEEDS Asia staff member explaining projects



